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Narrative 
 
November: Mrs. Dalloway’s bookstore arranged for local author Dev Petty (BHS grad!) to visit with all 
the kindergarteners and first grades. Amanda had the idea to make frog thank you notes, and we 
worked together to gather six classes or frog face thank you notes. See the photos at the bottom of 
the report. The next week our math teacher Kim Syer brought best selling author David Schwartz to 
speak at two assemblies. I read his true narrative nonfiction  about a septuagenarian bicyclist in a 
race. It was a hit across grade levels. 
December:Both Ms. Sabin and I used Mr. Silverberg’s game to demonstrate how fiction books are 
alphabetized by the author’s last name. “Mrs. Lodge’s Library” game was a hit in the 3rd and 4th 
grades. In the photo above, Ms. Sabin has printed out the third grade authors’ last names for Ms. 
Mitchell’s class. 
Ms. Mitchell’s class is watching a movie in the dark photo below. Amanda read “The Fantastic Flying 
Books of Morris Lessmore” and then showed the cartoon the next week. Those lucky 3rd graders got 
popcorn too! 
12-18 First grader Finian came in looking confused. His teacher had told him to “straighten up our 
library”, but she meant the classroom library. He was here and willing. I gave him a class set of 
bookmarks to give to his class and sent him back up two flights of stairs. 
12-19 Levi wanted me to photograph his hair-do, curly pigtails, as his mother shelved. See his photo 
above. 
This report could be just about Django (2nd grade). He checked out a biography of Woody Guthrie 
written in verse. “He was an influence on Bob Dylan,” he told me. Last week I read a book about the 
American Revolution and showed the 2nd grade some books in the same era. Django asked, “Is 
Henry and The Cannons” about Henry Knox, Ms. Mead?” (I never knew about Henry Knox  until I read 
the picture book.) 
 
 
 
People 



Number of class visits :     about 6 
weeks x20        Make-ups :    3 
Cancellations :  4 

Teacher Consultations :Non-fiction 
books are the focus in Dec. or Jan. so many 
topics were found or pulled, and checked out. 
Parents from other countries opened family 
accounts, since they spoke Dutch or Chinese at 
home. 

Parent/Community Volunteers: Brian, 
Matt, Heather, Becca and Levi, Shirley, and of 
course Amanda helps with Mock Newbery Book 
Club 

Other Uses : BUILD Cal student tutors, 
first grade afterschool class readers, staff 
meetings, PTA meetings, facility meeting 

 
Displays:  Amanda Sabin is working on a campfire display in the glass case upstairs. The 
Gingerbread boy, girl, and runaway latke and ricecake are in the window. The “Snowy Day” display is 
hung over the holiday books bookshelf. 
 
 
Circulation: 

Items circulated:  1800 in November, so far 2000 in December 
Interesting circulation factoid: Ms. Bail and Ms. Geminder check out more books than anyone. When 

Bail returned a cross section of 60 (!) non-fiction books she had asked me to pull, I turned around and checked 
out a box each to a 5th grade and 3rd grade teacher. Why shelve non-fiction when I can check them out? 

Collection Development: 
Added:116 (some still in process) 
Weeded: 40 
Mended: 10 
 



Concerns:  
Mending feels like a thankless task. The most popular books are just held together with big tape. Kids don’t 
care. 
Several children have had books checked out for two months. It’s time to have them work off the books with 
Coach Don or Coach Fairchild. Those books might never be found, and we want those kids to check out two 
books again. We won’t use the library as the cafeteria next year. I was thinking of discarding many holiday 
books, but now we might be more selective. Halloween books get checked out, but many of the other holiday 
books get hauled out for a month and then put away. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Suzy and Amanda 
 

 


